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ADVERTISEMENT 
OF THE 


Edd 0-- 


Who, like Authors and Sovereign Princes, 


ſpeaks of himſelf in the Plural Number. 


HE Reader is admoniſhed not to ſuppoſe 
theſe Letters the Product of either of 

thoſe random Geniuss, ABRAHAM JOHNSON, 
or RICHARD Rot. The Author of them is as 
difltin# from both theſe, as they are from one 
another. They fell into our Hands by perfect 
Accident, and we flatter curſekves the World 
will. be of our Opinion, that they are too valu- 
able, and of too much public Utility, to be buried 
in Oblivion, or confined to the Limits of a ſingle 


Thoſe who have collected the Works of the two 
eminent Authors juſt mentioned, may be 
adviſed, however, from the Similiarity of the 
Subject, to bind theſe Letters with them ; and 
the ſeveral Tranſlators of thoſe Pieces into the 
French, Italian, and German Languages, are to 
be reminded, that the Collection will bardly 5 7 
pear perfect, unleſs this be added to them. The 
noble Author had left England, at leaſt London, 


before 


(4) 
before this Copy of bis Letters fell into our 
Hands, fo that we cannot boaft of having his 
Permiſſion to print them: All we can ſay for our- 
ſelves, is, that we are 4 1 10 Reader of Diſ- 
cernment will doubt their Genuineneſs or Au- 
thenticity; and that as they certainly can be 
no Diſcredit to the Perſon who wrote them, we 


cannot ſuppoſe ourſelves chargeable with any 
Fault toward him, in the printing them, 


PROLEGOMENA 
647 e hog, OF) THE 
E D 1 T O R. 

N order to render this our Publication as 
like as poſſible, to the moſt recent Works of 
the Members of that very honourable Society, 
whoſe Conduct and Regulations have given Riſe 
to it; and eſpecially to ſuch of them, as have 
been received with the Thanks, and honoured 
with the public Approbation, of that great 
Body *. We have judged it neceſſary to prefix 
fo it the following Tables, which we defire the 


Reader will find out to be very conſequential, 
and neceſſary. 


* See the Rev. Mr Griffith Hughes's Natural Hiftory 
of Barbadoes, which has a Plate inſcribed to the Preſident 
of the Royal Society, and the Names of many of the moſt 
eminent Members of that Body as Subſcribers ; which was 
in part read to the Society; and the whole recommended 


before the Publication, by a printed Certificate of Dr 
Stephen Hales, a very 


2 


diſtinguiſhed Member of it. 
te TABLE 


e 


( 5) 1 , 1 

0 Oka | I. . | 
TABLE of CONTENTS, % 
In which the principal Subjects treated o 1 


are omitted. | 


1. Encomium on @ Paris Academy. 
2. Obſervations on Catalogues. 2 


3. News from the City of Wonders. 4 
4. True Character of a very eminent Eng- = 

liſh Academiſt. 8 
5. Hiſtories of Refignations. F 
6. Panegyric upon a Candle-Snuffer. 1 


II. 


TABLE of Texts of the Antient 
Writers explained, 


Some of which are left darker than they were 
before. 


1. Hippocrates on the Virtues of Orpiment. 
2. Dioſcorides on the Uſe of Sandarach. 

3. Avicenna on the Nature of Gum Juniper. 
4. Serapio on the Poiſon of Arſenic. 


III. 


TABLE of Authors quoted, 


Not one of which the Perſon who quotes 
them ever read. | 


1. Boer- 


— 2 * — r 1 
= * 4 * _—y CY ä 
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1. Boerhaave. 13. Sahl 
2. Homberg. N n 


— 


1 4 # * N 4 * 8 
— . | | V 4 


Ju this we are io add JR Table of an 
unprecedented Kind ; that is, of the Names of 
Authors quoted, which the Writer of theſe Let- | 


ters has read. Theſe are, 


STOLL + Joſeph Addiſon. 
2. Nathanael Lee. 
3. Alexander Pope. 


4. Samuel Garth. 


* 


V. 
TABL E of Errata. 


* the Matter of this Table we muſt, with 
all due Humility acknowledge, that we are 
greatly inferior to the Authors we have attempted 
to model ourſelves upon: It is become a Faſhion, 
to have two or three of theſe Tables in different 
Corners of the Works, publiſhed by People whoſe 
Names are dignified with F. R. S. We have 
only one, and that (excepting for this Obſer- 
vation) has nothing in it: If we had known 
of but a fingle Blemiſh of this kind in our Pub- 
lication, we would have paid the Reader the 
Compliment of correcting it in better Time, 
which (whatever Authors may think, who are 
Members of Auguſt Bodies) we cannot help ſup- 


pojng _ be done 2 2.45 little Trouble. 


Having 


(7) 
Having thus gone through the whole modern 
Form of Preliminaries, ue now deliver to the 
Reader the Treatiſe itſelf, acknowledging, how- 


ever, that we fear, notwithſlanding all our Pains 


10 give it the Form of a Societarian Work, it 
will till differ in a main Point, namely, that 
(to our own Shame be it confeſſed) the Body of the 
Book will be better than the Preamble, 


. My very dear Lord, ain 
TT J HEN I took leave of you to em- 
bark for my Tour, you flattered me 
into an Opinion that the Separation 
we were entering on would be a Concern to 
you only alleviable by my Letters, If you were 
in earneſt, I cannot write you too frequent, 
or too long ones; if you deceived me, I cannot 
take a better Method than this of puniſhing 
you for appearing good-natured at the Ex- 
ö of your Sincerity. Vou ſtart at the 
Suſpicion! in Sclavonia I ſhould have deſerved 
Contempt for it; but I am now in a Part of 


I give you a Specimen of the Advantages of it. 
Pleaſure and Improvement are the two great 
Ends of travelling ; but, to confeſs a Truth to 


you, 


the World where Politeneſs is more a Faſhion : 
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you, that is neither of French nor Engliſb 
Breed, I ſhall have but a half Reliſh for the 
one, and a half Deſire after the other, when 1 
ſuſpect you of not receiving at leaſt an equal 
Share from the Accounts I tranſmit to you. 
Tho' War has been my Trade, I am not 
Without a warm Affection for the Sciences and 
polite Literature. You will do me the Juſtice 
to remember, that I have rather been torn 
from theſe, than neglected them. As ſoon as I 
found myſelf on foreign Ground, and diſengaged 
from the Fatigues of my Profeſſion, nothing 
gave me ſo much Pleaſure as the recollecting 
that I was now at Leiſure to admire, at leaſt, 
if not to make .myſelf a Maſter of them. In 
France I viſited, with this Intent, The Academy 
of Sciences. I was in Rapture when -T fat 
down there: Every thing was Wiſdom, Regu- 
larity,-and Order: Methought I ſaw about me 
the Sages of a hundred Ages back, reſtored 
to Life again, and deliberating the Means of 
Knowledge, of Health, and of a thouſand Be- 
nefits to the grateful World. I had determined 
to write to you in the Midſt of all this Tranſ- 
port; but, that I might not give the Praiſe 
of the firſt Society in the World to what might 
poſſibly, on a farther Enquiry, prove but the 
Second, I afterwards reſolved to ſee England, 
before I gave you my Thoughts on it, that 1 
might be able to ſay whether it excelled, or 
fell ſhort of a like Eſtabliſhment there, which 
I had heard of under the Name of The Royal 
 -Pocrety, On my Arr 


(9). 


my firſt Enquiry was after this uſeful and ho- 


' nourable Body. I found the Place of their 
Weekly Meetings, and I fat down among 
them. 


Muſt I confeſs to you 5 Difference between | 


this Aſſembly and that I had been ſo lately 
charmed with I love the Engliſb, every Man 
who has been among them does ſo ; but I hope 
I ſhall always love Truth, even better than Scla- 
vonia. Inſtead of the Decency and Order of 
the Prench Academy, every thing here was Ir- 
regularity and Confuſion. Every thing — 
but it ſhall eſtabliſh or condemn itſelf accord- 
ing to your own Opinion: I won't take up- 
on me to determine between them, III fairly 
lay before you what I ſaw and heard at both, 
and leave the Deciſion to yourſelf, _ 

The whole Body at the French Academy 
had been ſeated ſome Minutes, and a ſtrict Si- 
lence: had reigned. for that Time, when one of 


the honorary Members * opened the Buſineſs 


of the Meeting, by informing the Preſident, 
That,“ as he thought the Duty of thoſe Mem- 


bers wii were honoured with a Place among 


that learned Body, though uninformed of the 
things neceſſary to be diſcuſſed by it, to uſe that 
Intereſt which Rey attended the Rank that 
had procured them their Admiſſion there, to 

the Services of the Academy; ; he had no 


* The French Academy conſiſts of four Kinds of 


Members, diſtinguiſhed by the Names of Gen pour 
e aſſociate, and en | 


„ ſooner 


(1⁰ 

ſooner ables, that, in a diſtant Part of the 
King's Dominions a Subſtance had been hap- 
pily uſed in the Cure of Diſeaſes, which was 
generally eſteemed a Poiſon, than he took the 
neceflary Meaſures toward the obtaining a more 
— — Information of the Fact; and that, in 

onſequence of this, he now had the Honour 
to lay before them a Memoir on the Subject, 
drawn up by the very Perſon who bad uſed the x 
Medicine. PRO 

He Gberedd the Piper: "ou the Hands of 

the Preſident with great Reſpect, and added, 
with a Condeſcenſion that became a Noble- 
man honoured by being admitted among his 
Inferiors, . That he delivered it to the free 
Diſquifitions of the Members of that Body; and 
that, from the Moment it was received there, 
he ſhould forget that DIGIT had way Concern 
in the procuring it. 
After the Thanks of the Body, delivered 
with great Politeneſs by the Preſident, the Pa- 
per was given into the Hands of a Secretary, 
and read; 

I would not pretend by Memory, to do 
Juſtice to it's Contents, or to the Ne ent 
Reaſonings on the Subject; but the Notes I 

took of it at that Time are before me, and 
you ſhall ſhare the Benefit of them. | 
The Author, after obſerving that Sandarach 
was a Subſtance uſually eſteemed a Poiſon, ad- 
ded, that he had now; by an Experience of 
four Years, found it, on the the contrary, to 
be, = Reality, a lake Internal Medicine, and 


a Doars 


(u) 
a Cure for many Diſorders of the Lungs, which 
ſcarce any thing elſe could reach. In Confir- 
mation of what he advanced, he recited at large 
the Circumſtances of ſeveral Cures he had per- 
formed with it. | 3 

When the Paper had been a few Moments 
concluded, one of the Penſionaries got up, 
and, after ſaying ſome very handſome things 
of the Perſons who employed themſelves in ſo 


noble an Office as that of diſcovering Reme- 


dies for Diſeaſes ; added, That, as Health was 
the' greateit of all natural Bleſſings, and the re- 
ſtoring it, when impaired; was the greateſt Be- 
nefit of this Kind that one Man could do another, 
the utmoſt Preciſion was required in deliberating 
on the Means of it ; that, unhappily, there was 
great Error and Uncertainty in the Names of 
Medicines ; that it was neceſſary, on this Occa- 
fion, to obſerve, that there were two very differ- 
ent ſubſtances called by Medical Authors Sanda- 
racb, the one of which was a Reſin, produced 

from a Vegetable, the other a Mineral, found in 
the Earth; and that it was of the latter, not of 
the former Sandaracb, that this Author wrote.“ 
_ » Another of the Penſionaries aroſe, when this 
Gentleman had been ſome Time fat down, 
and obſerved, That © the Occafion of the Con- 
fuſion juſt mentioned in regard to the two dif- 
ferent- Subſtances called Sandarach, was the 
different Senſe in which the Greek. and Ara- 
_ bian Writers had uſed that Word: That the 
Greeks uſed it always to ſignify the Mineral 
Subſtance intended 35 this Author 3 the Ara- 

0 | 50 ui | 


i 


bians, | 
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bians, to expreſs the Refin of the Juniper Tree: 
Hie added, that Dioſcorides recommends San- 
 darach in the very Caſes in which this Author 
gave it, and that Hippocrates alſo preſcribes it 
in Doſes of ten and twelve Grains, It is cer- 
tain that the Greeks knew no Sandarach but 
this Mineral Kind, and therefore it appears, 
ſaid he, that it was uſed at other Times be- 
fide this, in Caſes of this very Sort, though 
of ſome Ages jt has now been eſteemed poi- 
ſonous.” | 
The Gentleman who had made this Obſer- 
vation was no ſooner fat down, than one of the 
Aſſociates roſe up: He obſerved, That many 
inconteſtible Hiſtories were extant of Perſons 
dying by taking Mineral Sandarach, and re- 
ferred to the Regiſters of the Academy itſelf 
for them, deſiring, that, till thoſe Caſes were well 
explained, the Sanction of that Academy might 
not be given to the internal Uſe of a Medi- 
cine which ſtood as the Cauſe of the Death 
of ſo many Perſons . 

The Preſident, as this Gentleman ſpoke, 
minuted down on Paper the Volumes he re- 
ferred to, and without interrupting either him 
or the Audience, delivered the Note to an At- 
tendant, whom a Look informed that he was 
to bring before him what was written 1n it. 

On the cloſing of the Aſſociate's Diſcourſe, 
one of the Adjundts roſe up, and begged the 
Permiſſion of the Academy, as he had before 
conſidered the Subject of the preſent Enquiry, 
to be indulged a few Words, He — | 

a ; that 


1 by 
that © of the Perſons who had died by taking, 
What was called in thoſe Accounts, Sander 
the greater Part were ſuch as could by no 
Means procure ſo ſcarce a Drug: That it a 


peared probable they had dieck not by Sanda- 
rach, but common red Arſenic, which was too 


generally called by it's Name; and was the only 
Thing ſo called, that the Druggiſts in general 
knew. He ſpoke largely on the fatal Error of 
confounding this Subſtance with the genuine 
Sandarach ; and the yellow Arſenic, another 
fatal Poiſon, with Orpiment, a fafe and inno- 
cent Mineral : But, he added, that this was 
not all ; for that he had diſcovered two very 
different Kinds, even of the Mineral Sanda- 
rach itſelf: The one which had it's red Colour 
from an Admixture of Arſenic, and was truly 
iſonous; the other, which owed that Co- 
E only to ſubterranean Heat, and was per- 
fectly innocent. He enforced the Truth of 
this, by obſerving that common yellow Orpi- 
ment becomes red, by only melting over the 
Fire; and concluded, with obſerving, that 
it was difficult to give certain Directions in fo 
weighty an Affair; but that the Sandarach, 
which was made up of Flakes like Talk, and 
which was flexible, was always innocent.” 
During the Time in which this Gentleman 
was ſpeaking, the Regiſters of the Academy 
before-mentioned, and ſeveral other Papers 
which the Preſident had thought alſo ase 


were brought before him: The Servants had 
pnderſtood his Intentions on ſuch flight Signals, 
ys and 


Te (14). 

WW an had ped them, * ſilent and un- 
mmer aution, that it was impoſſible 

5 ow found, but by the Effect, OW ſuch 
Buſineſs had been, = or even ſuch People 
been in the Room. The Adjunct had con- 
tinued bis Harangue without a Whiſper to in- 
terrupt, or the {lighteſt Motion to de 
him; and the Prefident had occaſionally caſt 
bis Eye over the ,Paper s before han, as he 
went through it: At the Concluſion of 
it, a Silence of ſome Minutes declared, that 
none of the Members thought it neceſſary to 
ſay any thing more on the Subject: On this 
the Peſident roſe up, and ſpoke. He recapitu- 


0 1 ee 


cCaſion: He paid a due Honour to the Greeks, 

for their Accuracy in diftinguiſhing Medicines; 
He cenſured the Arabians, for giving Occaſion 
to Error in this, and many other Inſtances. of 
a like Kind, by their giving the antient Names 
of Drugs to others entirely different from them: 
He dak Honour to e Homberg, and 
Stabl, for the Diſtinctions chey had eſtabliſhed 
on the fame. Subjects; he rey We Geoffry 
with Reſpect, for having collected judiciouſly 
from all t eſe; and after giving abundant Proof 
of a maſterly Knowledge of the Subject, he 
concluded, But you, OAdjun# ! It is you we 
are to thank for 7 perfect Underſtanding of 
vchat all theſe, though they have attempted care- 
fully, have known, but partially: The Regi- 
ſters before me confirm. all your tions of 


158 and oa. n of the; tion 
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of the Subſtance under Conſideration will long 
do you Hongur: Happy, oo Ns he, is the 


Academy that ſees, while it's Veterans decline, 
| aer rifing Genius's to ſupply their Places,” 

When the Preſident; had finiſhed! this Ha- 

rangue, it was declared, WE Te if Fe er 


demy, that. —9 55 re mineral Sandarach e a ſafe 
and powerful Medicine: But that as there were 


nice Biene between the ſalutiferous and 
poiſonous Kinds of it, it was of 


expected 
every body to forbear the Uſe of it, till chere 
ſhould be certain and variable Characters 
eſtabliſhed , by which it might always be dne 
to be genuitie and of the proper Kind. 
Thus ended the Buſiness of the Meeting. 1 


the 


left the Place, full of Acknowledgments d 
Utility of ſüch an Eſtablimhment; and ſcarce 
knowing whether moſt to. admire, the Mo 

of the hes ; AdjunR, or the Candopr of ſo 


eat. a No” „ in their free Acknowle ent 
EY Encotnfurn of it, "EW 
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Which the een Reeder may pol⸗ | 


Digs © add the former was only 
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\ N my laſt I did myſelf the Hoooar of de- 
ſcribing to you an | Aembly of the philo- 
ſophic Community of Paris. I now tranſmit 
to you, from the other great Seat of the Sci- 
ences, London, the Hiſtory of a Meeting of a 
Body eſtabliſhed with a like Intention here. 

I have been hitherto ſerious, the Subject os 
required it ; but if a rational Creature may, 
on any Occaſion, be allowed to laugh at things 
intended to be grave ones, here is the firſt and 
greateſt of all Provocations to it! | 
It was ſcarce a Fortnight from the Time 

when I had been tranſported, as I have already 
told you, with the Order and Regulations of the 
French Academy, almoſt as much as with the 
Importance of the Subjects of their Diſqui- 
ſitions, and with their maſterly Knowledge of 
them; when, full of the Expectation of a ſecond 
Entertainment of the ſame kind, I entered the 
Room appointed for the Meetings of a Royal 


Society here. Let me, if I can, deſcribe the 
Scene to you. 


| 


A 


„en; 

A motley Mixture of all Kinds of Men, 
from the Fop to the Philoſopher, from the 
Lord to the Mechanic, filled the ſpacious Room: 
At their Head, full of that imaginary Importance 
which is the Conſequence of imaginary Adora- 
tion, enthroned with all the Dignity of a Sole- 
man , the Prefident, ſwoln to a double Size 
with the Honour of his Office, filled the ca- 
pacious Chair of State. 


Not with more Glee, by Hands pontific crown'd, 
Midſt Scarlet Hats wide waving, circled round, 
Rome in ber Capitol ſaw Queino fit, 
Thron'd on ſeven Hills, the Antichrift of Mit. 


I had juſt caſt my Eye upon this venerable 
Figure, when the redoubled Clamour of a 
whole Aſſembly talking at once, ſame of where 
they had dined, ſome of where they intended 
to ſup, and ſome, of whoſe Perriwig was the 
beſt powdered, beſpoke the Society's entering 
upon Buſineſs. 


The weighty Preſident, till this Time im- 
moveable as a Statue, riſing reluctant from his 
Seat of Eaſe, and taking off his Hat, ſeemed now, 
with lack-luſtre Eye, as Shakeſpear calls it, to 
ſcan the Multitude before him, and, with a 
Lip weighed down with Diſcontent, to ſay, 
A Pox upon you for 'a Pack of noiſy Miſ- 
creants, that a Man can't enjoy his own No- 


* A Sclavonian Name for a Lord Chancellor. 
Attempted in the Manner of Notes on the Philaſoph cal 
Tranſaftions, ſigned C. M. 
. C thoughts 
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thoughts in Peace for you and, when he had 
looked this; he ſaid over again. To this ſuc- 
ceeded the reading a Liſt of tramontane Names, 
the important Catalogue, as I was afterwards 
informed, of the People who had no Right to be 
preſent, and of thoſe who had been wiſe enough 
to introduce them. This was pronounced in 
that ſort of Recitative (if it be allowed, to ap- 
ply that Term to all Noiſes that are between 
reading and ſinging) in which Boys read at 
School the Genealogies of the Old Teftament. 
Thus much of the Entertainment I take to have 
been furniſhed by the unwillingly-difturbed 
Gentleman juſt mentioned ; but, my Situation 
among the Strangers not having given me an 
Opportunity of ſeeing him at that Time, I do 
not take upon me to be poſitive about it. The 
important Recital I am, however, to do the 
whole Body preſent the Honour to acknowledge, 
that they paid a very reverend Attention to, 
and received in all the Sadneſs of a profound 
Silence. | 
It was ſucceeded by a ſecond Leſſon read, 
but not without ſome Heſitation, by a Perſon 
at the Left-hand of the Chair, who, to do 
him no more than Juſtice, ſeemed not only to 
have borrowed the Voice and Cadence, but the 
very Face of the great Patron of his Fortune, 
who had entertained the Body before him. 
This Part of the Evening's Buſineſs ſeemed 
ſomewhat of the longeſt : People ſnarled, and 
ſcolded, and grumbled at it; but it continued. 
I was, at that Time, ſo lucky to imagine it 
| | delivered 
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delivered in a Language I did not underſtand; 
bat I afterwards learnt that it was no other thin 


the Minutes of the laſt Meeting, drawn up by 


the very ſagacious Mr Devill, who read it. 
A Gentleman, according to the Hiſtory I at 


that Time received of him, at leaſt upon a 


Footing with his Nameſake in moſt of his 
good Qualities, and who, eager upon the get- 
ting rid of this Part of his troubleſome Office, 
never failed to draw at full Length ſuch Papers 
as he knew the Writers of, had by that Time, 
learned to be aſhamed of ; or, to condemn to 
a bare Mention any thing that he fancied might 
give it's Author Credit, or the Hearers Pleaſure 
on the Repetition. 

All this was but preparatory, however, to 


the grand Scene I had to be entertained with. - 


The Forms of the Society were now over, and 
down we fat to Buſineſs. *©* Gentlemen, de- 
claims the Prefident, putting bis Hand into a 
long green Parchment that lay before him, I have 
received, ſome Time ſince, a very curious Paper 
from M. Sphere, a Foreign Member of this So- 
ciety ; if it is your Pleaſure Dr Mortifie ſhall 
read it to you.” 

I could not for ſome Moments learn the 


Occaſion of a Multitude of different Mono- 


ſyllables that I heard uttered during the Courſe 
of this Prelude to the Paper : They were, as 
near as I can recollect, Piſh !—Poh ! Shih! 
Shaw ! Pſhaw! and the like, and were ac- 
companied with an amazing Variety of inar- 
ticulats Grunts, 


C 2 I was, 
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I was, in the Honeſty of my Heart, con- 
demning the Members very ſeverely, and the 
Strangers much more ſo, for expreſſing their 
Diſſatisfaction at a Paper ſent a thouſand Miles 
for their Entertainment, and that before they 
had heard a Word of it: But my Exclamations 
were ſuppreſſed by the Hiſtory of the Green 
Parchment. | | 
That Parchment, Sir, ſays a wicked, witty 
« Fellow to his Companion at my Elbow, is, if I 
may be allowed to cabbage a Phraſe froma very 
* low Employ, to ſuit a very low Subject, the 
« Hell of the Royal Society. Tis a dark Gulph, 

whoſe yawning Mouth is ever open to re- 
ceive ſuch Remnants, Shreds and Corners of 
Diſcoveries, as even Thievery itſelf does not 


at preſent ſee it can poſſibly make any Uſe 
« of, As the croſs-legged Botcher is, how- 


« ever, when all things elſe have failed him, 

reduced to the Neceſſity of deſcending into 
the Grave of Refuſe, which he celebrates, un- 
der this Name, to patch up his otherwiſe idle 
Day's Employment; ſo with us, when the 
unwearied Diligence of our worthy Prefi- 
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begged in vain from Door to Door, for 
Matter for the Evening's Entertainment, 
we are obliged to have Recourſe to this 
dark Reſervoir of embryo Nonſenſe : He 
takes, as you ſee, what comes uppermoſt of 
all the motley Pieces condemned at firſt to 
* Darkneſs there, and never deſtined to have 


* had that Doom revoked but an ſuch an 
Emergency.“ 
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dent has travelled through the Town, and 


0 
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If I could have doubted the Veracity of this 


whimſical Account, the well-named Brother 
Officer of Mr Devils would have immediately 


convinced me of my Error. He very gravely 


with the Date of the Letter, which un- 
luckily happening to be half a Dozen Year 
backwards, ſet the applauding Society into ſo 
laſting a Roar, as happily prevented my hear- 
Ing any thing more of what it contained, than 
the Concluſion; in which the Author, after 
ſumming up his Proofs, declared that the So- 
ciety was to have but a few more Meetings, 
for that the whole viſible Creation was drawing 
to it's final Period, and that the Sun; the 
Stars, and the Earth, were all very ſoon to 
meet together in the Center, and we were to 
ſee, as Oedipus ſays, 


The Globe itſelf, and all it's marble Roof, 
Meet like the Hands of Jove, and cruſh Mankind. 


A very delicate and favourite Member of 
this philoſophic Body would have fainted at 
the terrible Prediction, had not a ſurly Surgeon 
at his Elbow, to fave the Trouble of an Ope- 
ration which he knew he ſhould not be paid 
for, told him, he might ſet his Heart at Eaſe, 
for that the Time of the Prediction had been 
. Elapſed a Twelvemonth, before the Paper that 
contained it was read to them. After ſome 


other Apprehenſions of the ſame Kind, which 


had been ſtrengthened by the Honour done 
M. Sphere, by the Preſident, for his curious 


and 
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and learned Communication, were diſſipated 
by the Friends of the Sufferers, in the ſame 
Sort of Way, a new _ engrofſed all our 
Attention. 

A meagre, e Mope, aduſt and. thin, 
(as Mr Pope has it) whoſe crawling Aſpect 
ſpoke a grovelling Soul, whoſe ſhrivelled Form 
ſeemed: to ſay, Behold Tithonus raiſed to Skin 
and Bones again; reached out his lengthened 
Arm over the gorgeous Mace, that adorned 
the Front of the Table, and delivered in a 
Paper, accompanied with -many Cringes, and 
ſome inarticulate Sounds. Why there now! 
<<. exclaims again the Author of the Hiſtory of 
* the green Bag, (who, to my great good 
* Fortune, till * his Poſt juſt by me) that 
« bloodleſs Graſshopper knew well endugh the 
“ Diſtreſs of the Night, before: Fifty to one 
but he has, this very Morning, refuſed, to 
te the ſweating Preſident, that Diſſertation up- 
* on nothing, which he is now preſenting us 
e with, that he might indulge himſelf in the 
« Pride of ſhewing to the whole Company 
« of Strangers preſent, the Nakedneſs of the 
* Body he belonged to, and his on Impor- 
*© tance in the Power he had to have conceal- 
« ed it; See, continued he, if the very Eye 
te of the triumphant Vermin does not fay, 
% Now am not I the Royal Society?“ 

I was acquieſcing to the Charge, when the 
Prefident, with a Glow of Crimſon over all his 
Face, told vs, Gentlemen, Mr Bokur has juſt 
now preſented to me a Letter from Mr Hardy- 
| run 
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run of NEERwocy. More was ſaid; but it 
was impoſſible to hear more: An unlucky 
Wag behind' me, on the mention of the Word 
Neerwoch, filenced the Chit-chat of half a 
dozen People juſt by him, with Huſh ! More 
News from the City of Wonders | The general 
Hum that ſucceeded this, though it drowned 
the Voice of the Secretary, as much as the 
ſurly Monoſyllabic Buz at the. green Bag had 
done before, was, however, of a much more 
pleaſurable Kind : Every thing now was Mirth, 
not Diſſatisfaction; and I began to look with 
a very favourable Eye upon Mr Bokur, who, 
I found, had Talents enough to raiſe: him to 
the Character of Buffoon to a whole Society. 
The general Pleaſantry held a long Time: 
But at length, as Men will be tired of every 
thing, the Company grew weary-at once of 
the Laugh and of the Paper, and fat down 
to chat of indifferent Matters. N 

I had now an Opportunity to find, that the 
Secretary had been all this time delivering the 
Compliments of Mr Hardyrun to the Society 
and his Encomiums on that great Ornament 


of it, his Friend Mr Bokur ; and that he was 


now entering on the Matter: I heard diſtinct- 


ly that the Subject of the Paper was a Dwarf 


then reſiding at Neerwoch; but what Trade 
he was of; whether he was born there, or 
came from elſewhere ; whether his Father or 
Mother were the Elder; and a Number of 
other curious Particulars of the like Kind 1 


wholly 


you tread upon 


. 
wholly loſt, by the Interruption of the ne- 
ceſſary Offices of the Society. | 

In attempting to do Juſtice to the Order 
and Regularity of the French Academy, I 
mentioned to you, my Lord, the Obſervance, 
Readineſs, and filent Attention of the Ser- 
vants. Here every Thing wore a contrary Aſ- 
pet, The Bell was rung fixteen Times ſuc- 
ceſſively, and half as many Meſſages to the 
Attendant were mouth'd along, about, and a- 
croſs the Aſſembly, before the Prefident could 
get the Candles ſnuffed : And the ſhort Sen- 
tences of, Pray let me come by, and D—n you, 
my Corns, took up an equal 
Share of the Time of the Reading. 

The long, long Paper at length drew to- 
ward a Period: But on now looking about me, 
I found half the Company, at leaſt, were want- 
ing ; they had walked-away one by one, quite 
wearied out with it: The Remainder were 
formed into Parties, in the ſeveral Corners of 
the Room : The dreaming Secretary yawned 
over every Period, but he went on; and I had 
an Opportunity of hearing, at the Concluſion, 
the moſt ſurpriſing and accurate Declarations 


of the whole Paper, which were, that This 


Dwarf eat and drank like other People ; and 
that be weighed a certain Quantity, Cloaths and 
all; and meaſured a certain height with his 


Shoes on. 


The Preſident, good Man, from the natu- 
ral Effects of a full Dinner, and a dull Diſ- 


courſe, was all this while aſleep: He was 


waked, 
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: -waked} however, at the Concluſion, by a con- 
fuſed Murmur of C==—e Bokur, and 4.3 
Hardyrun!-He ſtarted from his Nap, rubbed 
his Eyes, and after muttering, I don't know 
what:all this is, not IJ. He pronounced much 
more articulately, , Gentlemen, you willbe pleaſed 
fo let me return your Thanks to Mr Boku r, 
and to defire: him to return your Thanks to Mr 
Hardyrun, for this" very curious and learned 
Communication. 

The Society declared weir A pprobstion; in 
the uſual Form of Applauſe: The Laugh went 
round; and, by that Time every body's Cheeks 
were tired with the Motion, the Candle-ſnuffer 
catched it :. This uſeful Miniſter laughed louder, 
and laughed longer than the whole Society had 
done; and from the pitiable Infirmities of Age, 
which will overtake the greateſt Men, the violent 
Laugh of this reverend Gentleman was ſuc- 
ceeded by as violent a Fit of coughing, which 
ecchoed through the Room, and laſted till the 
uninterruptible Doctor, who ſtill, 


In one unalter d Tone, 


Thro' the long, heavy, ain Page. drawl'd on, 


had finiſhed the Paper that occaſioned it, and had 
got into the Middle of another, which had been 
flyly conveyed to him out of the ae 
brated Green Parchment. 

If any body had been inclined to attend to 
the Remainder of this new Paper, Bokur forbad 
it: Full of Reſentment at the Ridicule that had 
been thrown upon the Memoir of his Friend ; 
he deſcended from that Seat which he had 
D iden- 


WEE | 
identically filled for the laſt four hundred Meet- 
ings, condeſcended to honour our End of the 
Room with his Preſence, and, muſteri 
all the Paſſion he could raiſe, with a Look big 
with Anger and Diſdain, harangued the laugh- 
ing Fraternity in this Manner: Do you know, 
Gentlemen, who it is that you are treat- 
<* ing with this Contempt? Do you conſider 
« that it is Mr Hardyrun ! that Hardyrun 
* who has been the greateſt Friend the Royal 
Society ever had: Who has given you, with- 
<* in the laſt two Years, more Papers, and 
s longer Papers, than any ten of your Mem- 
<< bers put together! What Place has furniſhed 
«© you with ſo many Accounts of things as 
%% Neerwoch? and who has communicated them 
te all but Mr Hardyrun? Examine your printed 
« Tranſactions, Gentlemen, and ſee what 
* Name (except my own) occurs there ſo of- 
«© ten; as that of Mr Herdyrun? Remember 
< your Meetings during this Time, and tell 
% me which of them has not been favoured 
<« with a Paper of Mr Hardyrun's?'”——The 
angry. Gentleman was going on in this haughty 
Way, when he found the greater Part of the 
very Remainder of the Society had left him : 
Whom not even Mr Hardyrun's Dullneſs could 
drive out, the Friend of Mr Hardyrun had: 


So when at Bathos all the Giants ſtrove 

'T' invade the Skies, and wage a War with Jove, 
Soon as the Aſs of old Silenus bray'd, 

The trembling Squadrons in Confufion fled. 


A grave Member of the Body, however, _ 
erz 


— — — — — — 
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had not yet ſpoke, now gave him his Senſe cf 
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the Merits of the Controverſy in this Manner ; 


* You don't yet ſeem to underſtand Mr 
Bokur ! that, what you are boaſting of in 
your Friend's Name, is the very thing we 
are complaining of. The Frequency and 
Length of Mr Hardyrun's Papers has taught 
the Royal Society to hate both his Name, 
and, to tell you a Truth you ſeem much 


unacquainted with, your's too: For you are 


to know we ſuſpect you as the real Author 
of one half of them ; Belong they, however, 
to which of you they will, what 1s there, 
let me freely aſk you, that either you or he 
afe qualified to inform us about? Do you 
know, Sir, that this Society meets to improve 
the Knowledge of Natural Hiſtory ? And 
what Part of Natural Hiſtory is it poſſible 
that you or Mr Hardyrun can ſuppoſe your- 
ſelves acquainted with? Does he even know 
ſo much as the names of the trifling things 
he has furniſhed your trifling Collection 
with? or do you know them when they are 
there? You who (but that in your Ear) 
at this Time know you cannot diſtinguiſh 
an Oyſter from a Naptilus! But ſay, there 


are other Subjects we are ſometimes enter- 


tained on, ſuch as Chemiſtry, Mechanics, 
Aſtronomy, Hydroſtatics, Metallurgy !. do 
either you, or Mr Hardyrun, know any 
thing of any one of all theſe ? Every body 
here, I believe, is ready to anſwer No, for 


“ you both, Learning have either of you? 


D 2 * Dare 
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22 Dare you but ſay it? Is there a Paper that 
either of you has ever communicated to the 

de Society that is not either falſe or filly ?- 
*© In fine, is there any one Science, or any one 
* Branch of polite Literature that either he or 
* you have any the leaſt Knowledge of? If 
te there is, tell me the Name of it, and inform 


t me of a thing that, poſſibly, no body has at 
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< preſent any Idea of.” 
The modeſt Mr Bokur was "REY and the 


ſenſible, though not over good-natured Accuſer, 
went on: We know you have the Vanity 


and Arrogance to declare abroad, that you 
and your wiſe Friend, that is (as we very 
ſhrewdly ſuſpect) you and yourſelf, are the 
Royal Society ; That to you it is owing that 
this Society at preſent is any thing: But tis 
Time you ſhould be informed, Sir, that 'tis 
you who have, more than all People, con- 
tributed to fink the Society you pretend to 


© have been fu porting, to the low Ebb it 1s 


now at. Aſk what it is that has rendered 
the Philoſophical Tranſactions of late fo ri- 
diculous throughout Europe, has any wg, 
had ſo great a Share in it as the Papers o 
Mr Bokur and of the Friends of Mr Bokur ; 
or, in other Words, of Mr Bokur and him- 
ſelf, under ſeveral Names. Aſk what it is 
that makes us deſpicable at home? what fo 
much as the Share Mr Bokur and his Friends 
bear in the Buſineſs of our Meetings. If 
you want Conviction of this, continued he, 
look about you; of fifty People, who were 

: 5 * preſent 
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* preſent when Mr Hardyrun's Paper began 


*© to be read this Evening, how many remain? 
6 This, Sir, is the Tyrant who, by your Aſ- 
* ſiſtance, drives us out of our own Territo- 
e ries; and we may tell our Story in the 
« Words of Addiſon, 65 


&« is Cæſat's Arms have mage Rome's Senate 


little, 


. And thinn'd it's Ranks. 
* This, Sir, is the Mr Hardyrun, if there 


** is any ſuch Man (for you know we have an 
«unlucky Inſtance that a Name ſtanding on 
* our Liſt is no Proof of it's Owner's Exiſtence, 
“at leaſt, not of his ſtanding on two Legs) 
„ this, I fay, is the Mr Hardyrun who, by 
* your unworthy Influence over the weak 
* People who preſide in this Society, has 
te been ſuffered to ſcandalize the Philoſophical 
6 Tranſactions with Inſtructions for catching 
« Fiſh with Thorns, and making Weavers 
« with burnt Packthread : With Stories of 
c Stittlebacks and Cockchafers : Who has em- 


* ployed two thirds of one of the Tranſactions 


eto prove that Birds can fly, and that Fiſh will 
ive in Water. This is the Writer who has 
„ convinced the World, 


« That with leſs Reading than makes Felons' ſcape, 
5 Leſs human Genius than God gives an Ape, 


* a Man may be eminent in the Royal Society, 


* and have his Works honoured with a Place 
in theit Tranſactions. This—but tis enough: 
Z . « [ 
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« I only meant to teach you a better Knowledge 
* of yourſelf and of us; not to expoſe the 
* Nakedneſs of a Body I belong to, for the 
Sake of ſhewing my own Diſcernment, as 
% you have ſo lately done to convince the 
& World of your imaginary Importance.” 
Thus ended this very remarkable Converſa- 
tion, and immediately after it the Paper, 
which the till unwearied Secretary had been 
all this time reading to the Benches, What it 
was, neither myſelf nor any of the Company 
about me ſeemed to underſtand, any farther, 
than that it was on the Subject of a late 
Earthquake, and that it came from a very 
eminent Hand, Lops 
There is no Averfion ſo ſtrong, as that taken 
up againſt People for deferving Praiſe. The 
whole Body, enraged at the Name of a Man, 
who they ſaw was adding to the character he 
had long before eſtabliſhed, of knowing more 
than them all, ſeemed to determine Vengeance 
againſt him ; and though the before celebrated 
Accounts, of Cockchafers and Stittle-backs had 
among them with Applauſe, and without 
the leaſt Controverſion, no leſs than three People 
at once now roſe up to condemn this Paper, tho 
none of them had heard it. I was unlucky 
not to have heard the Subject of their Diſplea- 
fure ; but all that could be made out by their 
Cenſures of it, was, that one of them had 
no Faith, a ſecond no Comprehenſion, and 
the third no Manners. The Author was much 
unconcerned at all this; he only very cooly 


obſerved, that he began to fancy, by the Re- 


ception, 


4 
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ception, that his Paper had ſome Merit in it. 
The Preſident, after thrice plunging his Arm 


up to the Shoulder, into the green Parchment 


before mentioned, and drawing it back each 
time empty, now found even that inexhauſtible 
Store, as he uſed to think it, exhauſted, and 
haſtily diſſolved the Aſſembly. 

The Engliſb Laureat, I am told, confeſſes 


to his Friends,_that, after the Day of one of 


his Odes is over, it is his conſtant Employ, till 
the Time of the next, to compoſe another. 
Such, probably, is the Caſe of this worthy Of- 
ficer of the Royal Society : The Employ of 
the ſucceeding Week is, perhaps, the collect- 
ing Matter for the Buſinefs of next Meeting; 
but with this Diſadvantage too, that the Lau- 
reate has no body to apply to but himſelf, while 
this unfortunate Gentleman is obliged to beg 


a Piece of this Man, and a Scrap of another, 


and to bear with the Surlineſs of one Author, 
and the Stupidity of another, in hopes of 
getting a ſecond-handed Eſſay on a Subject 
neither of them underſtood ; or a Letter about 
nothing, from ſome of their Correſpondents. 
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Containing certain Admonitions, not 
very likely to be regarded. 


My dear Lord, 


Concluded my laſt with the Account of 
the breaking up of a very grave Aſſembly; 
not becauſe I had done with the Subject, but 
becauſe my Letter was long enough: Accept 
%%% ᷣͤ ...-;.. * 
I imagined the Buſineſs of the Evening had 
been over, when the Society was broke up: I 
was retiring from the Place of the Meeting, 
full of the Contraſt between this and the 
French Academy; when I perceived a great 
Number of the Members filing off the ſame + 
Way. I determined to follow them as far as 
I might, and ſoon found myſelf, in conſe- 
quence of this, in a Coffee-houſe: We en- 
tered a large Room together, and ſeated our- 
ſelves without Ceremony. I quickly ſaw o 
that this was a Meeting of no more Regula- 
rity than that of the Society itſelf : We were 
hardly fat down, when one of the Gentlemen 
began to tell us of a frightful Monſter, with 
Wings and Claws, voided by a Lady, on 
taking a ſingle Doſe of his Worm-Powder ; a 
ſecond, of a living Wolf in one of his Pati- 
ent's Breaſts; and a third, of a Toad in a 
Block 


(33) | 
Block of Marble: They were all talking to- 
gether ; and all reaſoning, with equal Force, 
upon the Production of the two Firit, and the 


Accretion of the other; when a very eminent 


Member of the Body ſilenced the whole, by 
telling the Company, he thought they had had 
Philoſophy and ſuch Nonſenſe enough where 
they came from, and that he deſired they might 
call a new Subject. 

This Exclamation we ſoon found, howe- 
ver, was not owing to any Enmity in him to 
Philoſophy, which he had no more Averſion 
to than Knowledge of; but, full of good 
Wiſhes to the Society, he was unable to ſup- 
preſs his Uneaſineſs any longer, and opened in 
this Manner : It is not a Time now to de- 
debate about the Trifles we talk of at the 


cc Society; but to conſider Means for our 


© Preſervation, Here's a buſy Fellow ſprung 
* up of a ſudden, who ſeems to intend we 
e ſhall not meet any more, at leaſt if a gene- 
ral Diſeſteem and Contempt can deter us 
* from it; a Fellow, who will neither be 
“ one thing nor another; who will not be 
one of us, and yet will attend our Meet- 
* ings; who declares all over the World, that 
** we know nothing of the Subjects we pretend 
eto take Cognizance of; and that of the 
% Papers that come before us, nine Tenths 
** are written by Ignorants, whom we are 


not able to contradict; and the reſt by Men 


*. of | Abilities, who banter us out of our 


Credit, and make us return our Thanks for 
in! | E > Com- 
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Communications of things which nothing 

ce but an abſolute Unacquaintance with Nature 
e could induce us to believe exited : That our 
e publiſhed Tranſactions are full of the groſſeſt 
« Abſurdities and Errors; and that ſince we 
0 have ſo often refuſed his private Admonitions 
* to amend or retract them, he will do it 
* publickly for us. 

*© What Truth there is in fo heavy an Ac- 
* cufation, continued this grave Gentleman, I 
«don't pretend to determine: I am afraid 
* there is ſome: You are able among you, 

to judge whether the whole is true. For 
my own Part, I would only adviſe that we 
may either mend of our Faults, now the 
World is to be told of them, or break up 
at once, and evade the Ignominy of being a 
Body who perfift in known ill Management, 

* and unqueſtionable Errors.” 

The Perſon who delivered this, I ſoon found, 
was of fome Weight among the Body; they 
feemed willing to enter into a ſerious Conſide- 
ration of the Subject ; and it was Decency in 
thoſe who were not Members to withdraw. 
I was of that Number, and here took my final 
Leave of the Royal Society of London, very 
earneſtly hoping that I may have the 
Fortune never to meet with an Afﬀembly of 
it's Members again, The Name of the Per- 
fon, the wiſer Part of the Body ſeemed at 

preſent in fo much Terror about, I could not 
hear ; but by what I have have ſeen among 
them, I think ſo well of his Accuſation, _ 
8 n I ſha 
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I ſhall be at ſome Pains to find him out, and 
make myſelf of the Namber of his Ac- 
quaintance. | oh 

Shall I tell you, freely, my Lord, my O- 
pinion of this great Body? It ſeems compoſed 
of a Multitude of C „with a few ſignifi- 
cant Figures at their Head. The People able to 
ſpeak in it, appear to be about Eight ; thoſe 
who do ſpeak, about Four; but it is a very 
unlacky Circumſtance, that theſe Eight and 
Four make Twelve, for the People who do 
ſpeak are not of the Number of thoſe who 
can. The Secretaries might poſſibly be worſe 
choſen out of their own Body; but as to their 
Pr t, the Caſe ſeems otherwiſe : I had 
heard him greatly ſpoken of before I faw Eng- 
land; and I have heard him ſpoken much o- 
therwiſe of fince, but a Prophet will be without 
Honour in his own Country. J have been at the 
Pains of enquiring thoroughly into his Cha- 
rater, both among his Friends, and amon 
his Enemies ; at the Wits Corner in the Bed: 


ford Coffee-Houſe, and behind the facred 


Veil at Rauthmells *; upon the whole, it 
appears to me, that he is a Man of great Abi- 
lities in many Branches of Knowledge, but 
unluckily in no one that has any Connection 
with, or Relation to, the Buſineſs of the Royal 
Society; indeed, that he is utterly unacquainted 


* A Coffee-Houſe near Covent-Garden, where the 


People who eſteem themſelves wiſer than the reſt cf the 


Company, are ſeparated from them by a Curtain, 
E 2 with 


1 

with all the Sciences in which his Office in this 
Body requites a diſcerning and critical Judg- 
ment, 

In a Society eſtabliſhed for the grangting 
of Natural Knowledge, a Skill in the, Sciences 
which primarily regard, thoſe Bodies that are 
the Subjects of it's Reſearches, in Botany, for 
ot in Zoology, and in Mineralogy, is 
moſt immediately neceſſary; and after this, an 
equal Knowledge of thoſe Arts, which are con- 
cerned in acting upon them, ſuch as Chemiſtry, 
Metallurgy, and the like; but I hope it is not 
too free to ſuppoſe this Gentleman perfectly 
uninformed of the very Principles of all theſe. 
If any Body would diſpute it, the Abſurdities 
and Errors read to and received with Thanks 
by the Society, with this Pr——t at their 
Head; nay; . thoſe very Thanks delivered from 
his own Mouth too, muſt be allowed abun- 
dantly to evince the Truth of it. If it ſhould 
be urged, that the Terms in which this Officer 
delivers his own Thanks, and begs Leave to 
deliver thoſe of the Society, are Words of 
Form, and are pronounced upon the Spot, be- 
fore he has Leiſure to examine the Merits of 
the Papers for which he gives them; tis eaſy 
to anſwer, That it is in the Power of the So- 
ciety to alter that Form; and that it ought to 
be in the Power of the Pr t of ſuch a Bo- 
dy to judge, on a fair Hearing, whether an 
Paper, on a Subject properly falling under the 
Cognizance of the Society, deſerves the Thanks 
he is n to return for it, or the Contempt 


the 
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the World is afterwards to receive it with. But 


that the Hurry of the Deciſion, even if all 
theſe Reaſons were of no Force, may not ar- 
gue in Favour of thoſe who would endeavour 
to perſuade the World, that People who ſpeak 
thus, miſrepreſent this Gentleman ; it is to be 
obſerved, that a ſelect Number of theſe Papers 
are, after mature Deliberation, printed, and 
that at the Expence of the Society, and under 
the Sanction of it's Name; and yet theſe 
are as full of Abſurdity and Error, as the Bu- 
ſineſs of the Meetings: Nay, ſuch is the Ab- 
ſence of all Diſcernment, in the Choice of what 
ſhall be printed, that this ſelect Number are 
often the very worſt Papers; and ſuch others 
as had been read before the Body, and would 
have ſhewn at leaſt, that ſome Men of Know- 
ledge did it the Honour of correſponding with 
it, are carefully * out, and reſerved for 
the private Uſe of the Members only; that is 
to be commemorated in Minutes, which will 
never be afterwards read, or which, if they 
were to have that Honour, are ſure to be firſt 
rendered unintelligible by the Ignorance, the 
Idleneſs, or the Ill- nature of the Perſon ſelected 
from the Body, for the Office of drawing 
them up. 
When it has been freely urged to ſome Peo- 


ple here, who really wiſhed well to the So- 


ciety, that a laſting Infamy muſt attend theſe 
Publications, and an irrecoverable Stain be 
fixed upon the Body that authorized them; it 
has been anſwered, that the Society never con- 

cerned 
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cerned itſelf about ſuch trivial Matters, but 


that the Publication was the mere Act of one 


of the Secretaries, who was therefore alone 
anſwerable for the Merits of them: A Sub- 
terfuge that ſeems about of a Piece with that 
of the Fellow, who after Condemnation for a 
Murder, perſiſted in affirming his Innocence, 
and that upon the excellent Diſtinction that it 
was. not be, but bis Hand that cut the 
Throat. 


The Secretary of the Royal Society can 


certainly be no more than the Servant and In- 


ſtrument of that Body, and all ſuch Evaſions 
on the Part of the Society, in regard to theſe 
unlucky Teſtimonies of their Ignorance, are to 
be anſwered, by obſerving, that if this Secretary 
heard any particular Paper cenſured by but one 
Member of the Body, he would never after- 
wards be abſurd enough to print it. | 

Nothing tends more to the keeping up the 
Credit of a public Body, than a proper Choice 
of it's Officers. Every Man who wiſhes well to 


this Society, muſt therefore wiſh to ſee a proper 
Attention paid to Merit on this Occaſion ; and 


every Man who ſees what the Society has of 
late been reduced to, by the Unacquaintance of 
t in the Sciences, for the Cultivation 
of which it was eſtabliſhed, muſt ſee that the 
firſt ſtep toward raiſing it to Reputation again, 
muſt be the chuſing a more qualified Perſon in- 


to that Office, If the good Qualities of the pre- 


ſent Poſſeſſor of it, independent of the immedi- 
ate Concerns of the Society, ſhould plead, » 
| e 
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the continuing him in his Poft ; or, if it ſhould 
be obſerved that the prefent, or ſome future 
Period of Time may not admit of a proper 
Choice of ſach an Officer, from the Men of 
the greateſt Abilities in theſe Studies not being 
Members of the Body, there is an eaſy Anſwer 
even to this; Let a Committee of Inſpection of 
Papers, long fince recommended to them, as 
Jam informed by their great Enemy, as they 
call him, be eftabliſhed ; let a ſelect Number 
of the Body be choſen for this Purpoſe; let three, 
at leaſt, of the Perſons who ſtudy each of the 
ſeveral} Sciences that relate to the Bufineſs of 
the Society, be of this Number : Let all Pa- 
pers be firſt laid before this Committee, to re- 
ceive their Determination, whether worthy to 
be read ; and, even after ſuch as are approved 
by them have had that Honour, let the Senſe 
of the whole Society be heard upon them, and 
let them paſs a ſecond Examination before they 
are ordered to be printed. | 

In this Cafe, the neceflary Qualifications of 
the principal Officer would be centered in a 
very ſmalt Compaſs: An honeſt Heart, and 
an open Purſe, might do well as Qualifications 
in him, but, for the reſt, Æſop's King Log 
might make as good a Pr——t as — 
or, perhaps, the Society might, ſome time or 
other, invent an Automaton of Wood and 
Wires, which ſhould fill the preſidential Chair 
with proper Gravity, and be ſo conſtructed, as 
to get up and fit down at proper Periods ; pull 
off it's Hat, and put it on again, three or fouc 

| Times 
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Times a Night; and pronounce about ſix Sen- 
tences of Courſe, always the ſame, and equally 
ſuited to all Occaſions : This ſeems, at preſent, 
all that concerns the Office of a Pr——t of 
this Society ; and, I am apt to believe, all this 
might be done with leſs Apparatus than ſerves 
to move the facetions Mr Punch in a Puppet- 
Shew. | | 
If I might be allowed to propoſe ſome far- 
ther Regulations, out of the very ſincere Wiſhes 
I have to the Welfare, or, if I may uſe a more 
proper Term, the Reſtoration of the Engh/þ So- 
ciety, I would propoſe, That, till this Body 
ſhould have proved, by it's Publications, that it 
deſerves a Royal Endowment, ' there ſhould be 
a Diſtinction made by it's Members among 
themſelves, according to their ſeveral Merits : 
That the Authors of the Papers that make up 
the Entertainment, ſuch as it is, ſhould be 
excuſed from Contributions; and that, as to 
the reſt, every Fool ſhould pay for two. 
Every Man who is acquainted with the Cha- 
racers of the Engliſb Academiſts, will allow, 
this would not only provide for an Exemption 
from Expence on the Part of the Men of Uſe 
to the Body, a Conſideration not too great for 
ſtanding the Laugh fix or eight Times in a 
Twelvemonth: But it would raiſe a Fund beſide, 
out of which Rewards might be iſſued for ſuch 
Papers as would do real Honour to the Society, 
and all the indigent ingenious Men of the 
Kingdom (which, to the great Honour of the 
Age, are, at leaſt, fix Eighths of the ingenious 

font | | People 
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People in it) would, by this Means, not only 
be got into the Society, but would be encouraged 
to do their utmoſt toward the raiſing it into a 
Reputation.” A few of theſe would render the 
Committee ſo ſtrongly recommended to them 
of Ability to determine what ſhould and what 
ſhould not be read among them ; and would 
make their Meetings ſuch as it would be to 
their Honour to have Men of Senſe, who 
were not Members, preſent at. 

In the mean Time, however, as I am will- 
ing, for the Credit of the Strangers who fre- 
quent their Meetings, to ſuppoſe they come to 
laugh; I am alſo earneſt enough, for the Ho- 
nour of the Body, to wiſh them ſhut out: Let 

them, till they are upon a better Footing than 
at preſent, keep out all People from their Meet- 
ings. Let them then talk Nonſenſe as faſt as 
they pleaſe among themſelves; and, till ſuch a 
Committee as is recommended to them, can 
be eſtabliſhed on a tolerable Footing, let them 
diſappoint the Malice of the World, and pre- 
ſerve their own Reputation by publiſhing no 


more of their Tranſactions, and by aboliſhing 


the Uſe of the Letters F. R. S. in the Title- 
Pages of bad Books, and after the Names of 


mean and ignorant Perſons *, till they have 


recovered ſo much of their own Credit as to 
be able to give, by it, an Authority to the one, 
or a Dipnity to the other. 


* The noble Author ſeems, in this Paſſage, to allude 
to the Superſcription of a Paper Parcel, directed to Mr 
Hardyrun, F. R. S. and ſent, by the Neerwoch ma 
| * 
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If I had not already exceeded the Bounds 
even of that large Allowance 1 had eſtabliſhed 
for my Letters to you, it would be a pleaſurable 
Taſk to engage in a Diſſertation on theſe three 
Capitals; but it may be ſufficient to convince 
you of the Rank they hold in the learned 
World, to obſerve, That, though their great 
Uſe is in the Titles of Books, there is but one 
Set of Authors who allow them a Place there : 
If you will look into the lateſt Publications of 
the Naturaliſts of theſe Times, you will find 
Monſieur de Reaumur of the Number of thoſe 
who ſuppreſs them, and .the Author of The 
Hiſtory of Barbadoes among thoſe who own 
them. You have by this Time, I dare ſay, read 


enough of the Works of theſe two Authors to 
know what ſort of People thoſe are who are 


roud of them, and what thoſe who are 
aſhamed of them. 

Look farther, my Lord, into the Reputation 
the Society bears in other Parts of Europe, and 
judge of it by the People who have, tho' courted 
to it, avoided theſe imaginarily dignifying Let- 
ters. Linnaeus, the greateſt Botaniſt of this, or 
of any Age, 1s his Name upon the Liſt? No! 
That of Gronovius? No! That of the late 
Dillenius or Artedi? No! I forbear to quote 
the Names that are found there; but, if you 
will read them, you will find ſome of your 
Acquaintance, whom, I am certain, you will 
determine to be very worthy Members of ſuch 
a Society, as I have deſcribed this to be. To 
confeſs a ſhameful Truth to you, I Go. not 
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know a ſeverer Satire upon that Body than a a 
Liſt of it's Members. 

It is to be owned, indeed, that there are 
found there Names of the greateſt Eminence 
in Rank and Learning, but theſe have ſervilely 
been begged to grace the Catalogue, and be- 
long, moſt of them, to People who never were, 
nor ever will be, ſeen at their Meetings. I 
am to own to you, that I faw a Lord there, 
and have been told of a few Perſons of a higher 
Rank, famous for their Love of laughing, hav- 
ing been ſometimes preſent ; but who ever ſaw 
a Londeſdale or a Mead there? 

Their late great Prefident, Sir Hans Sloane, 
who, beyond all things in the World, loved, 
nay, and ſtill loves, Natural Hiſtory; who fa- 
Pos every body, and every thing that regards 

; who, of all Men, was moſt qualified for 
Peefidens of ſuch a Society, and whoſe Office, 
ſo frequently ſupplied by the preſent Poſſeſſor 
of it, under the Name of Vice-preſident, ren- 
dered his Age and Infirmities no Obſtacle to 
his honouring it with his Name in it; at length 
ſeems to have found the Body declining in it's 
Reputation ſo faſt, that it was not eaſy to think 
of any other Way to preſerve his own but by 
quitting it. | 

If we were ever ſo certain of this, if it 
were ſingular in that worthy Gentleman, an 
ill-natured World might conſtrue it into Ca- 
price, Diſguſt at particular Perſons, or ſome o- 
ther private Motive, but that there has been 
another more recent and more flagrant Inſtance 
| - 


of the ſame Kind, that ſeems to give too ſtrong 
a Proof of what was the real Motive in this great 
Naturaliſt for abandoning it. The Inſtance I al- 
lude to, is that of a late Secretary, well known 
to you, and to the whole learned World, for his 
Accompliſhments ; You ſee his Name no longer 
on the Liſt ; and his Place ſupplied by one whoſe 
Name neither you, nor any body elſe, perhaps, 
ever did, or ever would have heard of, but that 
it ſtands in the Catalogue with the Title of the 
Office behind it ; immortalized like that of ſome 
Churchwarden on the new Prop of the totter- 
ing Edifice it was his Il|-Fortune to be choſen 
for the temporary Support of, The Name of 
the Man who once ſupplied the Place this Of- 
ficer now fills, might have done Honour to 
any Society in Europe; he ſeems to have ſuf- 
fered it to countenance this long after himſelf 
could no more bear to hear the Buſineſs of 
it's Meetings: The Body, ſenſible of the 
Weight it gave them, are ſaid to have preſſed 
for it's Continuance, though himſelf ſhould no 
longer come among them; to have excuſed 
the Duty of his Office, and paid him, nay, 
accumulated Bounties on him; but in vain ; 
Subſiſtence, the Entreaties of the Body from 
whom he received it, even Bribes ſet againſt 
Indigence itſelf, were, perhaps, offered, nay, 
| given, in vain. There was no Advantage ſuch 
a Man would purchaſe, at the Expence of that 
Reputation he had laboured to eſtabliſh in the 
World : He withdrew from them, and pre- 
ſerved it, ; 


When 
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When I refer you, my dear Lord, to a Liſt 
of the Members of this Society, as a Method 
of judging of the Repute it is in at Home, 
there is another Caution I am yet to give you, 


without which you would be apt to judge con- 


ſiderably better of it than it deſerves on this 
Head. This Body ſeems extremely ſenſible 
of the Credit good Names do it, and has 
found the Means, in many Caſes, to have fo 
much of a Man, where it has been impoſ- 
ſible to have any more of him. The ſame 


Name, in this Country, often belongs to 


many different People, and when the Society 


has found ane that will do them Credit, but 


the Poſſeſſor of which will not be brought in 
among them, it 1s eaſy for them to find out 
ſome body elſe, who owns the ſame, and to 
contrive to get ſuch a Perſon, one Way or 
other, in among them. 

When I firſt read over the Liſt of this emi- 
nent Body, I was much pleaſed to find in it 
the Names of Warburton and Hill, two Perſons 
whom, of all the World, I wiſhed to have an 
Opportunity of ſeeing. My firſt Care, when 
I entered the Antichamber, which 1 did early 
for that Purpoſe, was to requeſt a Servant to 


ſhew me thoſe Gentlemen, as they paſſed by. 


It was with ſtrange Diſcontent that I found 
myſelf unable to diſcover, in the Face of ei- 
ther of them, the leaſt Glimpſe of thoſe Ta- 
knts which their Works ſpeak them poſſeſſed 
of. But I am to inform you of what I ſoan 
after learnt, which was, that theſe Gentlemen 

were 
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were not the Authors of The Divine Legation 
of Moſes, or The Commentaries on Theophraſ- 
tus, but two other People, whoſe Names were 
all that the Society was ever likely to know a- 
bout them. Ts „ RO rarges 


Mus Proteus hunted in a nobler Shape, 
| Became, when ſeiz'd, a Puppy or an Ape. 


One thing more there is, in regard to the 
_ Eiſt of this memorable Body, which I tranſmit 
to you-with this, that I muſt not omit to men- 
tion to you: If you caſt your Eye over the laſt 
Column of it, which contains the Names of 
me Foreign Members, you will find one which, 
but for an (e) diſplaced, is the ſame with that 
of an intimate Acquaintance of ours. It was 
with ſome Amazement that, as I fat at the 
Coffee-Houſe I have already mentioned to you, 
J read this Name, with F. R. S. at the End 
of it, on the Collar of a fine Newfoundland 
Spaniel, that had good-naturedly laid his ſhaggy 
Noſe upon my Knee. I was not ſuffered long 
to continue in the eaſy Miſtake of ſuppoſing 
this the Name of the Maſter of the Creature; 
That ſtood in Capitals under it, and was one 
that I was very well acquainted with: On ex- 
prefling my Aſtoniſhment at the F. R. S. at 
the End of the other Denomination on the 
Collar, I was informed that it belonged to the 
Creature who wore it, that it was one of two 
Names by which he was indifferently called by 
his Maſter, that it never had belonged to any 
living 


( 47 ) 

living Creature except the Dog, and that 15 
had been fairly ballotted for, and elected a 
Fellow, upon the Recommendation of five of 
the Members of the Body, who knew about 
as much of his Qualifications as the People 
who ſign Certificates of that Kind among them 
uſually do of the Perſons they belong to. 

It ſeems it is a ſort of Law in the Regulations 
of this Body, to have but one of a Family a 
Member of it at a Time, and that the leaſt 
qualified ; in Conſequence of this, they have 
elected this Gentleman's Dog, and the . 
cient * Mr Bokur's Son's Father. 


T am, 
With the fincereſt Reſpef and Efteem, 
My dear Lord, 
Your moſt Obedient 


and devoted 
H. L. Z. 


* It may be proper to remove the Charge of this bold 
Epithet from the noble Author of theſe Letters to the Per- 
ſon it is here attributed to ; No body ever gave it to him, 
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we imagine, but himſelf; our Author only banters him 


with the Repetition of it. Mr Bokur in public Conver- 


ſations freely owns, That his Pupils have no Ideas but what 
they receive from him; and he as publickly repeats it, as a 


common Expreſſion of theirs, on being informed of an) 
| new Truth: No body could have known this but God Al. 


mighty and My Bokur. | 

This Aſſertion, like many others in theſe Letters, may 
ſeem, to a Reader unacquainted with the Royal Society 
of London, and it's Members, too bold for Credibility ; 


we can only obſerve, that it is, like the reſt, a notorious 


Truth, to which a Number of People have been Wit- 
neſſes, and which the Perſons-concerned, though never 
ſo much hurt by the Recital, will not dare to deny. 
There are many Places in which, if we had had a Riphn 
to do it, we could have wiſhed to ſoften the noble Author's 


Expreſſion, none in which we ſuſpect the leaſt Miſrepre- 
ſentation. r 
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